Town of Vienna, Virginia Police Department
Celebrates its 6¢' Anniversary

On November 3, 2007, the Town of Vienna Police Depent will celebrate their 60
Anniversary. Many things have changed relativedtice work in those years. Below is a brief
chronology of significant events leading up to 8 Anniversary of the department.

On September 11, 1947, the Town Council voted fmaes from a one-man Town Sergeant
position to a two-man proactive police departmemthe single Town Sergeant had been in
existence since the Town incorporated in 1890 whenna had 300 residents; its population had
blossomed to 1237 residents.

On November 3, 1947, the Council approved the m@gelof a car for use as a full-time police
vehicle. The car was to be a Ford, Chrysler, au@tlet and be equipped with a two-way radio.
Additionally, Council approved the hiring of an difthal police officer to give the residents of
Vienna full-time police protection.

Rapid growth in population and development in tloavii was seen after the end of World War II
and along with that development, more demand fticgpaervices was created. The department
grew to 11 sworn full-time officers and five pairae officers.

In 1959, the department continued to grow and alicpolice car was purchased. Three civilian
dispatchers were also hired to be on duty 24 hawday. The department was also expanded to
include a Detective Bureau and a Traffic Division.




In 1994, due to further development of the Town imcdeased calls for service, the agency found
it necessary to move its headquarters from theniaseof Town Hall to a newly constructed
building at 215 South Center Street. The departmemains at this location across from the
Vienna Elementary School. In 2007, the Investaati Section moved back into a remodeled
area in Town Hall.

As the area continues to grow and the demand fbcepservices continues to increase, the
Vienna Police are committed to pro-actively prategtthe citizens of the Town and ensuring
their safety 24 hours-a-day. The department igeatily staffed by 41 sworn police officers and
11 civilian and dispatcher positions.

Training is much more extensive in 2007 and is taonty updated. In the early years it was
mostly an “on the job” training situation. Todayw officers attend a 26 week basic training
academy session, a ten week Field Training Peaiod,recertify a minimum of every two years.
In the event that a new training issue comes tu ligfficers are fully trained to the new standard
or practice immediately.

The Vienna Police Department has always been ogttiang edge of innovations in the police
community as well. The department was the firstha area to carry Automatic Electronic
Defibrillators (AED) units. These are the hearfilaldlators that can resuscitate an individual
that is in cardiac arrest. Officers of the VierPalice have successfully saved lives because of
their swift actions in applying the AED technology.



The Vienna Police were also the first to deployigydie unit in the area. This unit has proven to
be a very cost effective and useful addition inpde@menting traditional policing methods.

Quick response times, personalized service, andgiee, officer initiated police contact are just
a few of the benefits Town residents receive byirigatheir own police force. With the 15,000
residents of the Town situated just 12 miles fromasWiington D.C., located at the end of the
Metro subway system, and just off a major inteess&ich as Route 66, the Vienna Police are
busy making sure the residents of the Town areasadewvell protected.

The department has recently installed laptop coerpun their vehicles to use criminal network
information to better serve the citizens of Vienndia these computers, officers may confirm
stolen vehicles, locate wanted individuals, chenkcaminal histories and information, search
data files, and fill out police reports; all in aperless environment. The department also has
several Taser conducted energy devices which haewep invaluable in apprehending
individuals where a higher level of force may haveviously been necessary

In the coming years, the Vienna Police will congnmoving forward as technology progresses.
Advances in equipment, technology, vehicles, artitbpaids, will allow the department to more
effectively serve the residents of the Town ancpkbem safe for years to come.
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